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REGULAR MEETING 

BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
May 9, 2019 6:00 PM 

 
I. Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 6:03 PM 

 
II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners 

Present: Roch von Rochsburg, Nye, Evans, Dunham-Thayer, Beale, Edwards, Barnard 
Absent: Clark, Naulty, Wright 
Quorum present. 
 

III. Motion to approve Agenda as amended to include Agenda under New Business, moved by Edwards, 
seconded by Barnard, all ayes, motion passed. 
 

IV. Motion to approve March 14, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended, moved by Betsy, seconded by 
Vince, all ayes, motion passed. Change Carland with Nye 

 
V. Public Input- Items on the Agenda: None 

 

VI. Consent Agenda-Items on the Agenda: None 
 

VII. New Business: 
A. Greater Thompsonville JPC Ordinance Amendment 

Motion to recommend approval of Greater Thompsonville Area Joint Zoning Ordinance tree house cabins 
amendment. Moved by Edwards, support by Roch von Rochsburg, all ayes, motion passed. 
 

B. Agenda  
Betsy Evans questioned if minutes from other committees relevant to the Planning Commission could be 
included in the consent agenda. Mitch Deisch, County Administrator will email Mathew Cooke, Networks 
Northwest, with relevant minutes for inclusion in agenda packets. Committees relevant to the planning 
commission were discussed as Parks and Recreation, Economic Development, Commissioners, Broadband 
Subcommittee, and Land Bank Authority. Mitch will also connect Mathew and the appropriate person with 
the LBA.  
 
Betsy Evans mentioned that this would allow for the Planning Commission to discuss issues rather than 
Committee Updates. She said that they could pull things out of the consent agenda minutes if they were 
interested but thought this was a better use of time. 
 

http://www.benzieco.net/


VIII. Unfinished Business:  
A. June 13 Community Planning Dialogue  

Mathew Cooke gave an overview of the June 13 blight remediation community dialogue. He said that 
Jonathon Scheel, Zoning Administrator for City of East Jordan and City of Charlevoix, would be on hand to 
discuss his experience with blight remediation and what has and hasn’t worked. Jennifer Flynn, Program 
Manager for SEEDs Youth Conservation Corps, will also be on hand to discuss how the Youth Conservation 
Corps in Benzie may be able to assist.  
 
The Planning Commission asked that the flyer and invitation be sent to local newspapers, news stations, and 
elected officials in Benzie County. Mathew Cooke added that he would have it posted on Networks 
Northwest social media. 
 

IX. Committee Updates:  
Parks and Recreation Committee: 
Walter Roch von Rochsburg gave an update that the Parks and Recreation Committee had received four 
proposals to prepare plans for Point Betsie Lighthouse. He said that interviews would follow, and then the 
Committee would make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners.  

 
Economic Development Corporation:  
Mitch Deisch said the Broadband Subcommittee met on Tuesday May, 7 to review five letters of interest for 
public-private partnerships to expand broadband access in Benzie County. He added that there will be an 
EDC meeting on Friday, May 17 at 11:00 a.m. to receive presentations from three of the respondents. The 
three respondents giving presentations are Eclipse, Merritt, and Aspen Wireless. Mitch mentioned that 
broadband access was a priority by both the EDC and County Commissioners for 2019. When asked, he was 
unsure if Spectrum was doing anything in Benzie and said there was not an inventory of broadband dead 
zones.  

 
X. Staff Updates:  

Mathew Cooke mentioned he was working on updating the planning commission website. He also stated 
that the Leelanau County Planning Commission and Michigan Association of Planning were holding a 
Planning and Zoning Essentials workshop on June 6 in Suttons Bay, MI. This is an event that needs to be 
registered for. Betsy asked if he would include this in the communication for the blight community dialogue.  
  

XI. Presentation of Correspondence:  
None.  

 
XII. Public Input:  

Monica Shultz, resident of Crystal Lake Township and member of the Crystal Lake Watershed Association 
Land Use Committee, said they were looking at the pressure of new builds and the potential need to review 
and adjust the watershed district. They are also working on getting an updated map so they know which 
new buildings are in the district. Discussion ensued.  

 
XIII. Commissioner Comments:  

Betsy Evans mentioned that there are no restrictions on public comment as the Agenda makes it appear.  
 
Mitch will make contact to attempt to fulfill the school representative on the Planning Commission.  
 
Rhonda Nye mentioned that the Building Department was having a better than average year to date. Mitch 
said he will include the quarterly reports for the planning commission agenda.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:43 PM. 


